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Greetings

Happy 15th 
Anniversary , 
Serviamus!

Clients take centerstage as the Microfinance Council of the 
Philippines, Inc. (MCPI) holds its 2012 Annual Conference on July 
26 -27 at the Hyatt Hotel Manila, Philippines.

This annual gathering of microfinance stakeholders representing 
practitioners (NGOs, banks and cooperatives), funders, 
government institutions, donors, investors, and other support 
organizations puts the spotlight on the clients as it carries 
the theme Focusing on Responsible and Client-Centered 
Microfinance. 

The two-day conference gives an opportunity for all actors in 
microfinance to discuss how a client-centered approach will play 
a key role in the future of the sector in the Philippines. Initiatives 
for client welfare have been put in place as concerns on over-
indebtedness, unfair treatment of clients and inappropriate 
collection mechanisms have surfaced in other countries and 
caused alarm among stakeholders in the sector.

The conference will delve into topics such as Avoiding Over-
indebtedness; Truth and Transparency in Lending; global 
initiatives on Social Performance and Client Protection; and 
Financial Education among others, to map out a unified move 
to shift back the focus of microfinance as a social development-
oriented activity while maintaining the microfinance institutions’ 
financial sustainability.

For registration, please call the MCPI Secretariat at (02)631-5920 or 
631-6184; or send an email to secretariat@microfinancecouncil.
org. You may also visit http://www.2012mcpiconference.tk. ugnayan
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ASKI, CARD big winners of 1st Oikocredit ESG Awards

Alalay sa Kaunlaran, Inc. 
(ASKI) and the Center 
for Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Inc. (CARD) 
were presented with 
the Overall Award for 
Outstanding Achievement 
in Social Performance and 
the Award for Outreach 
and Inclusion, respectively, 
at the first South East Asia 
Oikocredit Environment, 
Social and Governance (ESG) 
Awards held last June 28 at 

the Cocoon Boutique Hotel 
in Quezon City.

ASKI was given the honor of 
receiving the Overall Award 
for Outstanding Achievement 
in Social Performance for 
integrating key financial, 
social, environmental and 
governance principles into 
its microfinance operations. 
Meanwhile, CARD received 
the Award for Outreach and 
Inclusion for its outstanding 
work in deepening outreach 
to the most vulnerable 
groups.  

Through the ESG Awards, 
Southeast Asia Oikocredit 
recognizes partner-
MFIs that consistently 
exhibit their commitment 
to and creativity in 
institutionalizing 
approaches in integrating 
the key elements of social 
and financial performance. 
The biennial event 

also acknowledges the 
organizations’ best practices 
in critical aspects of social 
performance that ensure 
reaching the poor and 
the disadvantaged; client 
protection; transparency; 
ethical behavior of staff as 
well as responsible staff 
treatment; responsible 
finance; and works for 
environmental protection 
and the community 
which are just some of 
the considerations for the 
awards.

Oikocredit is a social 
investor that has supported 
microfinance as a 
development intervention 
which has proven its 
capacity to reach and help 
the world’s poor. Over 600 
MFIs make  up the nearly 
900 partner organizations of 
Oikocredit worldwide.
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Rangtay sa Pagrang-ay, Inc. 
(RSPI) is celebrating its silver 
anniversary in September this 
year. To mark its 25 years of 
meaningful existence in the 
microfinance industry, RSPI 
has started planting trees and 
plans to reach the 25,000-tree 
target by 2014. Aside from 
commemorating its anniversary 
with this activity, planting 
trees is also one of RSPI’s 
initiatives to raise awareness 
on environmental preservation 
in the communities they serve. 

25K trees for RSPI’s 25th Anniversary
The endeavor is done by the head 
office and across branches as 
well. 

The offices of the Department 
of Environment and Natural 
Resources in the communities 
provided some of the seedlings 
for free. RSPI bought its share of 
seedlings at cost. Its employees 
and clients together with DENR 
personnel, local government unit 
and barangay officials of the host 
communities participated in the 
tree-planting activity. 

Representatives from the 
Microfinance Council 
of the Philippines, Inc. 
(MCPI) attended the Social 
Performance Task Force (SPTF) 
2012 Annual Meeting in Jordan 
last June 6-7.

In this annual gathering 
that aims to advance the 
global social performance 
agenda for the benefit of 
microfinance clients, the 
Universal Standards for Social 

MCPI attends SPTF Meeting

Performance Management was 
also launched.

About 300 participants 
from different microfinance 
stakeholder groups—
practitioners; donors and 
investors; global, regional, 
and national associations; 
technical assistance providers; 
rating agencies; academics; and 
researchers among others—took 
part in the meeting.

Oikocredit and MCPI staff underwent 
a three-day training workshop on the 
use of the CERISE Social Performance 
Indicators (CERISE-SPI) tool on June 
13-15, 2012 at the Bayleaf Hotel in 
Intramuros, Manila.

CERISE-SPI, a social audit tool, 
evaluates the intents and actions 
of microfinance institutions and 
assesses their social performance. 
By analyzing an organization’s 
internal systems and organizational 
processes, the tool determines 
whether a MFI has mechanisms in 
place to attain its social objectives.

The training aimed to enhance the 
knowledge of MCPI and Oikocredit 
staff on the CERISE-SPI tool and 
develop both organizations’ capacity 
in conducting assessments for its 
member-MFIs using the tool.     

Oikocredit and 
MCPI receive 
training on 
CERISE-SPI Tool
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